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WALKER ART CENTER EXHIBITION SOL LEWITT 2D+3D 
REVEALS ARTIST’S PASSIONATE COMMITMENT TO HIS 
CAREFULLY DEFINED PRACTICE  
 
LEWITT’S THREE-DIMENSIONAL STRUCTURES, WALL DRAWINGS, MODELS, UNIQUE 
WORKS ON PAPER, PRINTS, AND ARTIST’S BOOKS AMONG THE MORE THAN 100 
WORKS ON VIEW 
 

Minneapolis, October 22, 2010— When the Walker Art Center opened its 
new Edward Larrabee Barnes–designed building in 1971, it ushered in 
exciting new possibilities for exhibiting and collecting the art of its time. 
The Barnes building, with its sweeping, rectangular galleries and white 
terrazzo floors, was one of the first U.S. museums designed to showcase 
sculpture and other works that abandoned the pedestal to be shown 
directly on the floor, resulting in a more direct relationship between viewer 
and object. Many of these works were made by artists associated with 
American Minimalism and Conceptualism, two areas in which the Walker 
was steadily building its collection. 
 
As a major figure in both movements, Sol LeWitt (1928–2007) was one of 
the first artists whose work graced the Barnes building. LeWitt and the 
Walker enjoyed a relationship that spanned more than 35 years. It began 
with the museum’s purchase of sculptures (LeWitt called them “structures”) 
in the mid-1960s and includes approximately 200 pieces donated by the 
artist during his lifetime. His work is featured prominently in the 
Minneapolis Sculpture Garden, and his enduring wall drawings have 
graced the Walker’s public spaces since the early 1980s. 
 
The exhibition Sol LeWitt: 2D+3D, on view November 18, 2010 
(from 5–9 pm)–April 24, 2011, presents for the first time the full range of the 
Walker’s LeWitt holdings, highlighting the artist’s three-dimensional 
structures, wall drawings, models, unique works on paper, prints, and 
artist’s books. 
 

 
Sol LeWitt 
Three x Four x Three   1984 
aluminum, enamel 
Collection Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, 
Walker Special Purchase Fund, 1987 
© The LeWitt Estate/Artists Rights Society (ARS), 
New York 
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Carefully conceived geometric arrangements were the basis for LeWitt’s 
earliest work. In 1966, he wrote: “The most interesting characteristic of the 
cube is that it is relatively uninteresting. Compared to any other three-
dimensional form, the cube lacks any aggressive force, implies no motion, 
and is least emotive. Therefore, it is the best form to use as a basic unit for 
any more elaborate function, the grammatical device from which the work 
may proceed.” Often stacked in grids and columns, the cube became an 
essential element in many of the artist’s structures. On view will be a wide 
range of LeWitt’s meditations on the cube, from the 1966 painted metal 
structure Cubic Modular Piece No. 2 (L-Shaped Modular Piece) to the 
monumental Three x Four x Three, an enamel on aluminum piece from 
1984 that stands more than 14 feet high. 
 
 
Though conceptually simple, these structures offer different encounters 
depending on one’s vantage point: cubes overlap, depth perception is 
challenged, and the arrangements often become visually and physically 
immersive experiences. LeWitt’s work in this mode soon evolved into a 
concern with other primary shapes, with lines and various mechanisms for 
combining them, and with the systematic use of color, from subdued hues 
to vibrant gestures. Over the course of his long relationship with the 
Walker, LeWitt generously gave the museum many works on paper that 
together track the diversity of his visual thinking. From delicate 
screenprints from the early 1970s that investigate the precision of fine line 
to bold, gestural, and riotously colorful gouache drawings of the late 
1990s, these works amplify his endeavors in other media, providing an 
important link between the structures and wall drawings.  
 

 
In 1967, Artforum magazine commissioned LeWitt’s now-legendary 
statement on his work, “Paragraphs on Conceptual Art,” in which he 
coined the term for a movement that would tip the scales from an 
orientation toward objects to an idea-based art. He proposed that “when 
an artist uses a conceptual form of art, it means that all of the planning and 
decisions are made beforehand and the execution is a perfunctory affair. 
The idea becomes the machine that makes the art.” His radical 
pronouncement defined a new mindset and way of working that continue 
to be profoundly relevant to a current generation of artists. 
 
The following year, LeWitt drew a combination of vertical, horizontal, and 
diagonal lines directly onto a wall at New York’s Paula Cooper Gallery and 
called it Wall Drawing #1. Reasoning that it seemed “more natural to work 
directly on walls than to make a construction,” he began conceiving more 
wall drawings, works that took the form of instructions (written, spoken, 
and/or drawn) executed by assistants or other individuals in any location. 
These would become a major part of LeWitt’s artistic production until his 
death, and the Walker owns three of them, two of which are included in the 
exhibition. Wall Drawing No. 224, a 1973 pencil and crayon piece given to 
the museum by the artist in 1996, will be exhibited for the first time. Along 
with more than 100 other works on view, it presents an artist passionately 
committed to his carefully defined practice, and to the Walker. 
 
 
 
 

 
Sol LeWitt 
Loopy Doopy, Blue/Red, 2000 
Woodcut on paper 
22 ¼ x 29 15/16” 
Collection Walker Art Center 
Gift of the artist, 2001 
© The LeWitt Estate/Artists Rights Society (ARS), 
New York 
 

 

 
Sol LeWitt 
Cubic Modular Piece No. 2 (L-Shaped Modular Piece)   
1966 
baked enamel on steel 
Collection Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, 
Purchased with a grant from Museum Purchase Plan, 
the National Endowment for the Arts, 
and Art Center Acquisition Fund, 1974 
© The LeWitt Estate/Artists Rights Society (ARS), 
New York 
 
 

 
Sol LeWitt 
Wall Structure #4   1984 
wood, paint 
Collection Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, 
Gift of Judy and Kenneth Dayton, 1998  
© The LeWitt Estate/Artists Rights Society (ARS), 
New York 
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Hotel partners 
 

 
 
 

 
 

RELATED EVENTS 
 

 
Target Free Thursday Nights 

 
Thursday, February 24 
 
Gallery Talk: The Logic of LeWitt, 6:30 pm, Free 
Friedman Gallery 
 
Conceptual artist Sol LeWitt used basic geometries in his sculptural and 
two-dimensional work to parse out a unique vocabulary of line and form. 
On this tour, led by Walker curator Siri Engberg, discover the systems and 
ideas that lie behind his groundbreaking works.  
 

 
Target Free Thursday Nights sponsored by 

 

 
 
Free First Saturdays are for Families! 

 
Saturday, February 5, 10 am–3 pm, Free 
 
Join us for art-making, a film, and a gallery activity that play with ideas of 
geometry, instructions, and cubes—all inspired by Sol LeWitt. 
 
Activities are free and available on a first-come, first-served basis from 
10 am–3 pm. Gallery admission is free from 10 am–5 pm on Free First 
Saturday. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Sol LeWitt 
Lines in Four Directions with 
Alternating Color and Gray   1993 
woodblock on paper 
Collection Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, 
Gift of the artist, 1996 
© The LeWitt Estate/Artists Rights Society 
(ARS), New York 
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Arty Pants: Your Tuesday Playdate 
 
Tuesdays, March 8 and 22; April 12 and 26 
11 am–1 pm 
Free with gallery admission; free for members and children ages 12 and 
under 
 
It’s about shapes! Discover squares, rectangles, triangles, and parallels as 
you make art, move your body, watch a film, and explore the exhibition. 
For ages 3–6 and adults. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Gallery Hours and Admission 

 
$10 adults; $8 seniors (65+); $6 students/teens (with ID) 
Free to Walker members and children ages 12 and under. 
Free with a paid ticket to a same-day Walker event. 
Free to all every Thursday evening (5–9 pm) and on the first Saturday of 
each month (10 am–5 pm). 
 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday  11 am–5 pm 
Thursday  11 am–9 pm 
Closed Mondays 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The Walker Art Center is located at 1750 Hennepin Avenue—where Hennepin meets 
Lyndale—one block off Highways I-94 and I-394, in Minneapolis. 

 
For public information, call 612.375.7600 or visit walkerart.org. Stay connected via your 
mobile device and follow us on Twitter and Facebook. 
 
 

 

 
Sol LeWitt 
The Cube   1997 
photogravure on paper 
Collection Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, 
Gift of the artist, 2001 
© The LeWitt Estate/Artists Rights Society (ARS), 
New York 
 


